
 

Leader’s Decision Record 

Title of Report: Arnside 20mph Speed limit Traffic Regulation Order 20>< 

 

Decision of:           The Leader of the Council 

 

Cabinet Member:   Keith Little  

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

1) What is the decision about?  

a. This report advises the Leader of the responses to the statutory 
consultation and advertising of The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, 
South Lakeland Area)(Consolidation and Provision of Speed Limits) 
(Order 2018) Variation Order (No.6) 20>< (“the Order”) and makes 
recommendations for a decision on the implementation of the Order. 

b. The proposals are summarised in the statutory notice which are 
attached as Appendix 1 and shown on location plans which are attached 
as Appendix 3 to this report. 

c. The Council’s statement of reasons for proposing to make the Order is 
attached as Appendix 2. 

2) Recommendation to the Executive Director 

That the Leader approves the bringing into operation of The County of Cumbria 
(Various Roads, South Lakeland Area)(Consolidation and Provision of Speed 
Limits) (Order 2018) Variation Order (No.6) 20>< (“the Order”) in its entirety, 
having taken into account the objections and representations which were 
received, and having also taken into consideration the matters contained in 
Section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more 
specifically referred to at paragraph 8 of this Leader Decision Record. 

 

3) Background to the proposals 

a. Following representations to the Highways Department and discussions 
with County Councillor Pete McSweeney and Arnside Parish Council 
regarding road safety concerns it is proposed to implement a 20mph 
speed limit across Arnside. Design of the proposal including 
consideration of existing vehicles speeds through traffic monitoring 
across Arnside has been completed over several years in preparation 
of the scheme. 

b. Attached as Appendix 1 is the statutory notice for the advertising and 
consultation.  Attached as Appendix 2 is the Statement of Reasons for 
the Council proposing to make the Order. 



 

c. A full list of the roads included in the  Order can be found in Appendix 1 
the Statutory Notice. 

d. The plans for the respective proposals are attached as Appendix 3.  

e. Statutory consultation and advertising of the proposed Order began on 
Thursday 15 April 2021 and ended on Thursday 6 May 2021. Letters 
were delivered via Royal Mail to all affected properties and businesses 
in Arnside. Proposals were advertised in the Westmorland Gazette on 
Thursday 15 April 2021 and site notices were erected.  Copies of the  
proposals were also available to view on the Cumbria County Council 
website for the duration of the statutory consultation and advertisement 
period. 

f. Appendix 4 summarises all the comments and objections received and 
makes recommendations for the implementation of the Order.  

g. A total of 68 responses were received with regard to the proposals; 39 
indicated support, 8 indicated partial support and 21 objected.  

h. The objections included that the proposed 20mph would not be 
enforced. The intention of the proposal, which has been considered 
carefully through the existing speeds and design of the scheme is that 
the 20mph zone will be self-enforcing.  Speed data has been collected 
over a period of time before the proposals were drawn up. This data has 
shown that the majority of vehicles are currently travelling at speeds at 
or below 24mph. If the scheme is approved new signage and road 
markings will be introduced and this will aid in reducing vehicle speeds 
further. 

i. The partial support comments requested that the 20mph be introduced 
only across a small number of roads in Arnside, not across the village 
as a whole. In designing the scheme this was considered as part of the 
design and speed monitoring indicated that the majority of vehicles are 
travelling at or below 24mph and that the reduction to 20mph would 
therefore be beneficial across the whole village. 

j. The Local Member Pete McSweeney has been kept updated regarding 
relevant responses and throughout the consultation period. 

4) Reasons for the recommendation  

Cumbria County Council considers that it is expedient to  make the Order for 
the following reasons set out in Section 1(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984:- 

(a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the roads or any other 
roads or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising, or 

(f) for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the 
roads run. 



 

   

5) What options have been considered? 

a. Approve the Recommendation at paragraph 2 

b. Do not approve the Recommendation at paragraph 2. 

c. Approve the making of the Order with amendments (provided that they 
are less onerous than those consulted and advertised upon); 

6) What risks have been identified?  

a. In relation to not making the Order :-Community are concerned about 
vehicle speeds and there is an expectation that this proposal will help 
to resolve these concerns.  The demonstration of public support and 
not implementing this scheme will result in unmanaged expectations 
and the road safety risks remaining. 
 

b. In relation to making the Order: - Full statutory advertising and 
consultation has been completed in line with statutory legislation and 
regulations, CCC service procedure and discussions with the Local 
Elected Members and Highways and Transport Working Group Members 
has taken place in advance of this decision. Therefore no risks of a legal 
challenge have been identified. 

7) What resources will be needed/how will the proposal be funded?   

a. The cost of the  Order in terms of the legal order, staff resources for 
consultation and  advertising is £6000, which has been met through the 
Divisional Highway Priorities for Kent Estuary in 2020/2021.Any 
implementation measures as a result of the making of the Order £10,750 
have been allocated through several contributions; £3,000 from District 
Council contributions, £6,000 from the Divisional Highway Priorities for 
Kent Estuary 2021/2022 and £1,750 from the Capital Signs and Lines 
budget.  

b. The Leader is asked to note that there will be some future maintenance 
costs in relation to the Order, estimated at £725 per year (based on 10 
year cost estimation), which will need to be met from future revenue 
budget allocations if the Order is approved and implemented. 

 

8) What Legal considerations are relevant to the decision? 

a. The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration 
the matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1984 (“the 1984 Act”) detailed below, in considering whether it is 
expedient to agree to the implementation of the Order detailed in Leader 



 

Decision Record, for the reason specified at sections 1(1) (a) and (c) of 
the 1984 Act, namely: -  

(a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the roads 

or any other roads or for preventing the likelihood of any such 

danger arising, or 

(c) for facilitating the passage on the roads or any other roads of 

any class of traffic (including pedestrians). 

b. Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into 

account in exercising that duty are: - 

(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access 

to premises; 

(b) the effect on amenities of an area; 

(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 

Environment Act 1995; 

(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service 

vehicles and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using 

or desiring to use such vehicles; and 

(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant. 

c. Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 g) of the 

Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in 

accordance with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic 

Regulation act 1984, except for the making of Traffic Regulation 

Orders which involve the introduction for on-street residents permits, 

which are delegated to the Executive Director – Economy and 

Infrastructure subject to a decision of the appropriate member body to 

introduce such charges. 

d.        The Leader of the Council is authorised by the Cabinet Procedure 

Rules (Part 5B of the Constitution, paragraph 1.1) to “undertake any of 

the functions of the Cabinet himself/herself”.  Where a function has 

been delegated, this does not prevent the Leader from taking a 

decision in relation to that function (paragraph 1.7). The recommended 

decision above relates to a function of the Local Committee which is an 

executive function, so the Leader is authorised to take the decision on 

behalf of the Local Committee.   

The Leader is exercising this function following a decision of the Chief Executive not 

to call any meetings of the Local Committee between 7 May 2021 and 30 June 2021, 

in order to minimise the risks of transmission of coronavirus between and among 



 

members, officers and the public, following an assessment of the practicalities and 

risks of holding meetings in single geographical locations requiring physical 

attendance.   

Executive member Consultation 

Name: Keith Little Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport 

Details of any registrable interest relevant to the decision: None 

Details of any dispensation granted: None 

 

Key Decisions 

 

Notice on Forward Plan?  NA 

 

Rule 15 Notice?  NA 

 

Rule 16 Approval by Chair of Scrutiny Board?  NA 

 

 

Exempt from Call in?  No 

 

 

Decision 

 

Signature of the decision record authorises the implementation (following expiry of 

the Call In period where applicable) of the recommendations in Section 2. 

Signature of decision maker:  

 

Name: Stewart Young 

 

Post title: Leader of the Council 

 

Date: 18 June 2021 

 

Delegated authority to make the decision: Cabinet Procedure Rules (Part 5B of 

the Constitution, paragraph 1.1) 

 

 


